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SUBJECT: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL- RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . ON MARCH 17 THE JORDANIAN LOCAL COURT MET TO 
CONSIDER AGAIN CURRENT CASE. JUDGE AT THAT TIME WAS 
APPRISED OF LEASE CONDITIONS REQUIRING ARBITRATION 
OF DISPUTES BY HEAD OF USAID MISSION AND WAS ASKED TO 
CONSIDER COURT JURISDICTION IN LIGHT OF THIS FACT. 

JUDGE EXPECTS RENDER HIS DECISION MARCH 30. 

2. IN MEANTIME AS RESULTS OF AMBASSADORS DISCUSSION 
WITH KING HUSSEIN EARLIER COURT CHIEF SHARAF WAS 
TOLD TO FOLLOW UP. HE TOLD US KING DOES NOT FEEL 
THE LAND TRANSFER FROM ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB 
ADJACENT TO CURENT SCHOOL GROUNDS IS FEASIBLE GIVEN 
HIS PAST COMMITEMENTS TO SUPPORT CLUB. A DIFFERENT 
PLOT OF GROUND WILL BE LOOKED AT. 

3. ON MARCH 28 AMBASSSDOR TALKED TO PRIME MINISTER 

IN VIEW OF PENDING COURT CASE AND REPORTED ON HIS TALK 
WITH KING AND SHARAF AND POINT OUT IMPENDING COURT 
DECISION ON JURISDICTION. 

4. AT ONE POINT MEETING JOINED BY MINSTATE:MINED 
ABDEL SALAM JALAI WHO CONTINUES TO BE EXTREMELY 
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HELPFUL. END RESULT OF MEET WAS THAT: 

A) PM PERSONNALLY ORDER USE OF PROPERTY NOW 
IN HANDS OF ARMY FAVORALY LOCATED IN POTENTIAL 
RESIDENTIAL AREA FOR USE IN TRADE WITH PRESENT LANDLORDS) 

TRADE WOULD BE EQUAL VALUE IN TERMS OF CURRENT LAND 
APPRIASAL. 
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B ) ARMY THEM POSSIBLY WOULD BECOME SCHOOL 

LANDLORD, A NOT UNHAPPY RESULT GIVEN EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH 
ARMY ITS RELATIVELY LACK OF BUREACRACTIC FUDDLE AND 
ITS STRONG INTEREST IN PROGRAMS WHICH SCHOOL HELPS TO 
SUPPORT. 

C) PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WOULD TALK TO LEADING MEMBER OF 
ASFOUR FAMILY ABOUT LAND TRADE AND HOLDING OFF COURT 
CASE. 

D) PRIME MINISTER WILL TALK TO OUR SCHOOL LAWYER WHO 
BELIEVS THAT A DISCREET WORD FROM GOVERNMENT ON OOD 
FAITH OF SCHOOL IN DEALING WITH THIS ISSUE WILL LEAD 
JUDGE TO DEDICE IN SCHOOLS FAVOR IN JURISDICTION 
ISSUE. LAWYER WOULD ALSO CONTACT PRIME MINISTERS 
OFFICE LEGAL ADVISOR TO APPRIASE HIM OF THIS FACT. 

4. LATER IN DAY AMBASSADOR SAW KING AND THANKED HIM FOR 
HIS HELP. KING SAID THAT HE FELT LAND TRANSFER WAS BEST 
SOUTION, HE ORDER PRIME MINISTER TO GO AHEAD 
(PRESUMABLY WITH ARMY LAND)AND THAT WE COULD 

REST ASSURED THAT SCHOOL WOULD NOT BE SHUT DOWN BY 
BEING TAKEN AWAY FROM US SINCE IT WAS BOTH IN JORDANS 
AND US INTEREST TO KEEP IT OPEN AND FUNCTIONING. 

5. PRIME MINISTER LATER SUMMONED OUR SCHOOL LAWYER TO 
DISCUSS CASE. PRIME MINISTER INDCATED HE HAD JUST DISCUSSED 
MATTER WITH ASFOUR FAMILY AND OBTAINED THEIR GREEMENT TO REQUEST 
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ADJOURNMENT OF COURT CASE SINE DIE AND WOULD SSURE THAT THEY 
CARRIED OUT THAT PROMISE. PRIME MINISTER ALSO MENTIONED TO LAWYER 
HE STILL IS CONSIDERING POSSIBILITY OF RE-NEGOTIATING OF PRESENT 
RENTAL CONTRACT INVOLVING REASONABLE RENT INCREASE BETWEEN EMBASSY 
AND LANDLORD AS ALTERNATIVE TO ABOVE MENTIONED LAND EXCHANGE IDEA. 
LAWYER MADE NO COMMITMENTS. PRIME MINISTER REQUESTED TO DISCUSS 
MATTER WITH EMBASSY AFTER ADJOURNMENT OBTAINED REGARDING 
COURT CASE. 

6. COMMENT: KINGS INVOLVEMENT SEEMS TO HAVE GALVANIZED GOJ 
FINALLY TO BEGIN TO MOVE ON THIS ISSUE.WE SUSPECT 

ASFOUR FAMILY IS RESISTING IDEA OF LAND EXCHANGE AND 
THAT PRIME MINISTER IS CAUGHT SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE: HENCE HIS 
DESIRE TO MENTION RE-NEGOTIATIONS AS ALTERNATIVE. WE BELIEVE 
HOWEVER THAT LAND EXCHANGE IS STILL AN ACTIVE POSSIBILITY 
PARTICULARLY SINCE ASFOUR FAMILY WILL PROBABLY NOT BE 
SATISFIED WITH A REASONBLE RENTAL INCREASE. 

PICKERING 
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